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TITLE VI |

SUBTI TLE 1. GENERAL

Section 801.1. AUTHORITY.
The Commi ssion, as the State's chief water quantity agency, has
the authority to investigate and assist in the resolution of water
rights conplaints that deal with flooding, surface water
avai lability and use, and ground water availability and use.

Section 801.2. DEFIN TI ONS.

A Comm ssi on: The Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation
Comm ssion as defined in Ark. Code Ann. ¢15-20-201, et seq.

B. G ound Water: means water beneath the surface of the
gr ound.

C. Surface Water: means water occurring naturally on the

surface of the ground in | akes, ponds or channelized streans.

SUBTI TLE Il . PROCEDURE

Section 802.1 APPLI CATI ON.
Persons w shing the Comm ssion staff to investigate water rights
issues shall submt a request in witing to the Comm ssion

of fice.
The request nust:
A. Clearly state the issue they wish investigated,
B. Identify the location of the issue on appropriate naps,
i f possible;
C. Identify the persons involved, including the person

maki ng the request, stating conplete address(s) and tel ephone
nunber (s) of each.

Section 802.2. REVI EW BY EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
The Executive Director shall review the request to determne if

the Conmm ssion could be of assistance in resolving the issue. | f
he determnes that the Conm ssion cannot be of assistance, he
shall notify in witing the person making the request. If he

determnes that the Comm ssion can be of assistance, he shall
assign the Conm ssion staff as he determ nes necessary to perform
the investigation.



Section 803.3. FINAL REPORT
Upon conpletion of the investigation, the Conm ssion staff shall
prepare a final report of the investigation. This report shall be
reviewed by the Executive Director and a copy of the report shal
be provided to the person meking the request for investigation.

SUBTITLE I'll. FEES

Section 803.1. FEES.

A A fee for investigations of water rights shall range
from $50. 00 to $500. 00.

B. The Executive Director shall establish a reasonable fee
for each investigation. The fee shall be related to the cost
of the Conm ssion doing the investigation. Matters to be
considered in establishing a fee shall include, but are not

limted to, staff time devoted to investigation, travel
expenses and any direct expense incurred as a result of the
i nvestigation.

Section 803.2. TIME OF PAYMENT

A If the Executive Director, after his review under
Section 802.2, determnes that the Comm ssion can be of
assistance, he shall establish an estimted fee for the
i nvestigation.

B. The person making the request shall be notified of the
estimated fee and that this anmount nust be paid before an
i nvestigation can be initiated.

C. I f, as the investigation proceeds, the Executive
Director determines that the estinmated fee is inadequate for
the investigation he shall request additional paynments from

the person who requested the investigation. The total fee
shal | not exceed t he maxi mum fee al | owed under
Secti ony803. 1yA.

D. At the tinme of the issuance of the final report, the

Executive Director shall review the cost to the Conmm ssion
for the investigation and establish the total fee for this
i nvestigation. This fee shall be wthin the range
establ i shed by Section 803.1 A

E. If the total paynents by the person requesting the
i nvestigation exceed the fee established under Section 803. 2,
the Conmm ssion shall refund the overpaynent. If the fee
exceeds total paynents by the person requesting the
i nvestigation, the Executive Director shall request paynent
of the balance of the fee due. The Executive Director shall



not issue the final report until the fee has been paid in
full.

Section 803.4. FEE DEPCSI TED | N THE WATER DEVELOPNMENT FUND.

A. All fees collected under this title shall be deposited
into the Water Developnment Fund and used for the general
operation of the Comm ssion.

B. Any repaynent of overpaynent of fees shall cone from
this fund.

Section 803.5. FEE NOT APPLI CABLE.

A No fees shall be charged for routine inquiries that do
not take significant Commssion staff tinme or involve
significant expenditures of Comm ssion resources.

B. No fee shall be charged for energency situations

i nvol ving the possible loss of human life.



